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BEST AVAILABLE COPY 

1-2 (Cancelled) 

3 . (Currently Amended) Th e method - for - a - vok e- ev e r internet protocol conf e r e nc e 
bridge as claimed in claim 1. A method for a voice over internet protocol conference bridge 
among a plurality of user terminals comprising the steps of: 

originating an internet protocol call using session initiation protocol (SIPY among 
the plurality of user terminals; 

negotiatingjby the plurality of user terminals a common bearer format among the 
plurality of user terminals via SIP, wherein said step of negotiating includes the step of finding a 
least common denominator bearer format among the plurality of user terminal s: and 

coup_lingjtjlata_input/output of each of the^plurality of user terminals to a 
conference bridge . 



4* (Cancelled) 



5 > (Currently Amended) Th e m e thod - for - a - voico over int e rn e t protocol confaronoo 
bridg e as - claimed in claim 4 . A method for a voice over internet protocol conference bridge 
among a plurality of Luser terminals comprising the steps of: 

originating an internet protocol call using session initiation protocol (SIP) among 
the plurality of user terminals: 

negotiating by the plurality of user terminal_s_a common bearer format among the 
plurality of user terminals via SIP, wherein said step of negotiating further includes the step of 
determining whether the plurality of user terminals support multiple bearer formats, wherein the 
step of determining includes the steps of: 

negotiating a homogeneous bearer format among the plurality of user 
terminals which have multiple bearer formats; 

determining whether a common bearer format exists among the plurality 
of user terminals; and 

canceling the step of coupling the plurality of user terminalsiand 
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coupling a data input/output of each of the plurality of user terminals to a 
conference bridge 



6. (Original) The method for a voice over internet protocol conference bridge as 
claimed in claim 5, wherein there is further included the step of coupling the plurality of user 
terminals with homogeneous bearer formats. 

7. (Currently Amended) Th e method for a voice over internet - protocol - conf e rence 
bridg e as cl aimod-kL-ek^m-^whereln A method for a voice over internet protocol conference 
bridge among a plurality of user terminals comprising the steps of: 

originating an internet protocol call using session initiation protocol (SIP\ among 
the plurality of user terminals; 

negotiating by the plurality of user terminals a common bearer format among the 
plurality of user terminals via SIP, wherein said step of negotiating further includes the step of 
determining whether the plurality of user terminals support multiple bearer formats: 

coupling a data input/output of each of the plurality of user terminals to a 
conference bridge; and 

if the plurality of user terminals supports multiple bearer formats, there is further 
included the steps of: 

transmitting by each of said plurality of user terminals in a native bearer 

format; and 

each of said plurality of user terminals receiving a bearer format of others 
of said plurality of user terminals and converting the received bearer format to the native 
bearer format for use by each of the plurality of user terminals. 

8. (Currently Amended) Tho method for a voioo over internet protocol confer e nce 
bridg e as claimed in claim L A method for a voice over internet protocol conference bridge 
among a plurality of user terminals comprising the steps of: 

originating an internet protocol call using session initiation protocol (SIF) among 
the plurality of user terminals, wherein the step of originating includes the steps of: 



3 
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originating an internet call between a first party and a second party of said 
plurality of user terminals; 

negotiating a common bearer format between the first party and the 

second party; 

originating an internet call to a third party by the first party; 
negotiating a common bearer format between the first party and the third 

party; and 

repeating the steps of originating, negotiating and coupling between the 
first party and another party for each of the plurality of user terminals 

negotiating by the plurality of user terminals a common bearer format among the 
plurality of user terminals via SIP: and 

coupling a data input/output of each of the plurality of user terminals to a 
conference bridge . 



9. (Currently Amended) Tho mothod for a voioo ovor intornot protoool oonforonoo 
bridg e as claimed in claim 1. A method for a voice over internet protocol conference bridge 
among a plurality of user terminals comprising the steps of: 

originating an internet protocol call using session initiation protocol ( SIP) among 
the plurality of user terminals; 

negotiating by the plurality of user terminals a common bearer format among the 
plurality of user terminals via SIP: 

coupling a data input/output of each of the plurality of user terminals to_a 
conference bridge, wherein the step of coupling includes the steps of: 

receiving by the conference bridge an origination from a first party of the plurality 
of user terminals, said origination indicating other parties of the plurality of user terminals to be 
coupled for data transfer, 

originating by the conference bridge a coupling to each of the other parties of the 
plurality of user terminals; and 

sending a message to each of the plurality of user terminals establishing a data 
connection of the data input/output of each of the plurality of user terminals. 
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10. (Cancelled) 



1 1 . (Currently Amended) Th e m e thod for a voice ov e r internet protocol confer e nc e 
bridge as claim e d in claim 10; In a user terminal, a method for a voice over internet protocol 
conference bridge among a plurality of user terminals comprising the steps of: 

originatingj>yjfae user terminal an internet protocol call using session initiation 
protocol (SIP) among the plurality of user terminals: 

negotiating bv the user terminal and the plurality of user terminals a common 
bearer format among the user terminal and the plurality of user terminals via SIP, w herein said 
step of negotiating includes the step of finding a least common denominator bearer format 
among the plurality of user terminals : and 

requesting by the user terminal a data coupling between the user terminal and the 
plurality of user terminals via a conference bridge . 

12. (Cancelled) 



13. (Currently Amended) The m e thod for a voic e ov e r intern e t protocol conferenc e 
bridg e as claim e d - fai claim 12. hi a user terminal, a method for a voice over internet protocol 
conference bridge among a plurality of user terminals comprising the steps of: 

originating by the user terminal an internet protocol call using session initiation 
protocol (Sm among the plurality of user terminals; 

negotiating bv the user terminal and the plurality of user terminals a common 
bearer format among the user terminal and the plurality of user terminals via SIP, wherein said 
step of negotiating further includes the step of determining whether the plurality of user 
terminals support multiple bearer formats , wherein the step of determining includes the steps of: 
negotiating a homogeneous bearer format among the plurality of user 
terminals which have multiple bearer formats; 

determining whether a common bearer format exists among the plurality 
of user terminals; e&4 

canceling the step of coupling the plurality of user terminals : and 
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requesting by the user terminal a data coupling between the user terminal and the 
plurality of aser terminals via a conference bridge . 



14. (Original) The method for a voice over internet protocol conference bridge as 
claimed in claim 13, wherein there is further included the step of coupling the plurality of user 
terminals with homogeneous bearer formats. 



15. (Currently Amended) Th e m e thod for a voice over int e rnet protoco^conf e r e nc e 
bridge as claimed in claim 12, whoroin In a user terminals a method for a voice over internet 
protocol conference bridge among a plurality of user terminals comprising the steps of: 

originating by the user terminal an internet protocol call using session initiation 
protocol (SIP) among the plurality of user terminals: 

negotiating bv the user terminal and the plurality of user terminals a common 
bearer format among the user terminal and the plurality of user terminals via SIP, wherein said 
step of negotiating further includes the_step of determining whether the plurality of user 
terminals support multiple bearer formats: 

requesting by the user terminal a data coupling between the u^r terminal and the 
plurality of user terminals via a conference bridg e: 

if the plurality of user terminals supports multiple bearer formats, there is further 
included the steps of: 

transmitting by each of said plurality of user terminals in a native bearer format; 

and 

each of said plurality of user terminals receiving a bearer format of others of said 
plurality of user terminals and converting the received bearer format to the native bearer format 
for use by the user terminal. 

16-20 (Cancelled) 
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